
In the current situation there is a continuing disparity in the level of 

development within and among nations that leads to instability in many 

parts of the world, accentuating the contrast between poverty and wealth. 

This no longer applies only to models of development, but also to an 

increasingly widespread perception concerning food insecurity, namely the 

tendency to view hunger as structural, an integral part of the socio-political 

situation of the weakest countries, a matter of resigned regret, if not 

downright indifference. It is not so, and it must never be so! To fight and 

conquer hunger it is essential to start redefining the concepts and principles 

that have hitherto governed international relations, in such a way as to 

answer the question: what can direct the attention and the consequent 

conduct of States towards the needs of the poorest? The response must be 

sought not in the technical aspects of cooperation, but in the principles that 

lie behind it: only in the name of common membership of the worldwide 

human family can every people and therefore every country be asked to 

practice solidarity, that is, to shoulder the burden of concrete responsibilities 

in meeting the needs of others, so as to favour the genuine sharing of goods, 

founded on love. 
 
Address of Benedict XVI, World Summit on Food Security, Rome, 16 November 2009 
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