
Saint Augustine, who fell in love with beauty and sang its praises, 

wrote these words as he reflected on man’s ultimate destiny, 

“Therefore we are to see a certain vision, my brethren, that no eye 

has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived: a vision 

surpassing all earthly beauty, whether it be that of gold and silver, 

woods and fields, sea and sky, sun and moon, or stars and angels. 

The reason is this: it is the source of all other beauty”. My wish for 

all of you, dear artists, is that you may carry this vision in your eyes, 

in your hands, and in your heart, that it may bring you joy and 

continue to inspire your fine works. From my heart I bless you and I 

greet you with a single word: arrivederci! 

Dear friends, thank you for your presence here today. Let the beauty 

that you express by your God-given talents always direct the hearts 

of others to glorify the Creator, the source of all that is good. God’s 

blessings upon you all! 
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