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The profound bond between beauty and hope was the essential content of the evocative
message that Paul VI addressed to artists at the conclusion of the Second Vatican Ecumenical
Council on 8 December 1965: “To all of you,” he proclaimed solemnly, “the Church of the
Council declares through our lips: if you are friends of true art, you are our friends!”. “This
world in which we live needs beauty in order not to sink into despair. Beauty, like truth,
brings joy to the human heart, and is that precious fruit which resists the erosion of time,
which unites generations and enables them to be one in admiration. And all this through the
work of your hands... remember that you are the custodians of beauty in the world.”
Unfortunately, the present time is marked, not only by negative elements in the social and
economic sphere, but also by a weakening of hope, by a certain lack of confidence in human
relationships which gives rise to increasing signs of resignation, aggression and despair. The
world in which we live runs the risk of being altered beyond recognition because of unwise
human actions which, instead of cultivating its beauty, unscrupulously exploit its resources
for the advantage of a few and not infrequently disfigure the marvels of nature. What is
capable of restoring enthusiasm and confidence, what can encourage the human spirit to
rediscover its path, to raise its eyes to the horizon, to dream of a life worthy of its vocation -
if not beauty? Dear friends, as artists you know well that the experience of beauty, beauty
that is authentic, not merely transient or artificial, is by no means a supplementary or
secondary factor in our search for meaning and happiness; the experience of beauty does not
remove us from reality; on the contrary, it leads to a direct encounter with the daily reality of
our lives, liberating it from darkness, transfiguring it, making it radiant and beautiful.

Meeting with artists. Address of Benedict XVI, Sistine Chapel, Rome, 21 November 2009




