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Dear friends, let us allow these frescoes to speak to us today, drawing us towards 
the ultimate goal of human history. The Last Judgement, which you see behind me, 
reminds us that human history is movement and ascent, a continuing tension 
towards fullness, towards human happiness, towards a horizon that always 
transcends the present moment even as the two coincide. Yet the dramatic scene 
portrayed in this fresco also places before our eyes the risk of man’s definitive fall. 
A risk that threatens to engulf him whenever he allows himself to be led astray by 
the forces of evil. So the fresco issues a strong prophetic cry against evil, against 
every form of injustice. For believers, though, the Risen Christ is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. For his faithful followers, he is the Door through which we are 
brought to that “face-to-face” vision of God from which limitless, full and 
definitive happiness flows. Thus Michelangelo presents to our gaze the Alpha and 
the Omega, the Beginning and the End of history, and he invites us to walk the 
path of life with joy, courage and hope. The dramatic beauty of Michelangelo’s 
painting, its colours and forms, becomes a proclamation of hope, an invitation to 
raise our gaze to the ultimate horizon. 
  
Meeting With Artists, Benedict XVI Sistine Chapel, Rome, 21 November 2009 


