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I also recall in this very place, an historic event took place at the
express wish of Pope Paul VI to confirm the friendship between the
Church and the arts. The words that he spoke on that occasion
resound once more today under the vault of the Sistine Chapel and
touch our hearts and our minds. “We need you,” he said. “We need
your collaboration in order to carry out our ministry, which
consists, as you know, in preaching and rendering accessible and
comprehensible to the minds and hearts of our people the things of
the spirit, the invisible, the ineffable, the things of God himself. And
in this activity...you are masters. It is your task, your mission, and
your art consists in grasping treasures from the heavenly realm of
the spirit and clothing them in words, colours, forms - making them
accessible.

Meeting With Artists, Benedict XVI Sistine Chapel, Rome, 21 November 2009




