Our First Year of Service.

As the year draws down, we mark the first anniversary of the opening of

Corpus Christi House, December, 6th, and we wanted to let you know how

things have gone at CCH during our first year of service to the homeless of Boise.  All our services are up and working.  We average about 80 showers each day, wash about 12 loads of clothes a day, and make about 450 cups of coffee each of the six days per week that we are opened. There is always a line waiting to use the internet on our computers.  

It was this heavy daily load on the men's showers that caused us to shut down for the week of November 8th so that we could tile the two men's

showers and make some needed repairs.  Our clothing room changes daily

from full with donations to sparse when we have a great demand for

clothing.  St Mary's Catholic Community's "Undie Sunday" provided new

sox and underwear for our guests and the Hillview United Methodist

Church continues to bring clothes and hygiene products.  These are just

two of the many churches who have supported our ministry throughout our

first year of operation.  Recently, a group of women called the

Sojourners gave $500 to buy needed sleeping bags and hygiene products

for our guests.  In addition to all of this we continue to receive many

clothing, food, and financial donations.  We even have large box of

fresh baked cookies brought to CCH by a couple almost on a weekly 

basis. To date, there has never been a cookie left by cleanup time.  We have been very blessed by the generosity of many and we are very grateful 

for all the concern that has been shown by you and others for the homeless

of Boise.

This year our first fund raiser was a big success.  We have been Blessed in many ways by our volunteers who give their time and talents and by

the entire community of Boise who have given of the treasure to make

Corpus Christi House a place of refuge for the homeless of Boise.  

Every shelter in Boise closes it doors to the homeless during the day.  

Corpus Christi is the only place in the city that welcomes them during the

daylight hours.  It is this reason that we see over 100 people go

through our doors each day.  When we shut down for a week to tile the

two men's showers there was no place for them to go except to their old

haunts...  After opening we noticed that there were more than usual

intoxicated people showing up at our doors.  Until then we never 

thought that our center, in addition to providing hospitality and basic hygiene needs, also provided a refuge from their alcohol dominated environment.

Please believe that your prayers and support are needed and 

appreciated. During this year the heavy demands put on our volunteers by the construction and development of programs has made it difficult to

acknowledge each and every time that a donation is made; however, doing

this is our goal in the near future.  Thank you for everything you do

for our volunteers and the homeless of Boise and be assured of our

prayers and gratitude.  God bless everyone and have a wonderful and

happy Christmas Season.

